
 

 

 

 

December 15, 2014                                         Weekly Memo                           Phone:  439-1921 

                           tchs@trinitychs.org                                          

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  
Rightly dividing the word of truth.” II Tim. 2:15 

Students: 
This is the final week of the first semester. Exams will be on Thursday and Friday, December 18 & 19. 
Student report cards will be available on JMC by Tuesday, Dec. 23. 
Classes will resume on Monday, January 5. That will be the start of our second semester. 
 
Advance Notice:  Financial Aid night for junior/senior students and parents is scheduled for January 19, 
2015. 
 
General Announcements:  

Reminder to Parents: If you have already or will drive for a Trinity school activity (sports, field trips, etc.) 

this year, we need your birthdate and license number for our insurance carrier. Please stop in the office 

or email this information as soon as possible—thank you! 

 

There are a couple of corrections/changes to the basketball schedule to make note of. Tomorrow night’s 

game is against West Sioux, not West Lyon as the pocket schedule cards say. On January 3 the boys JV 

and Varsity teams will play Sibley-Ocheydan at home with the JV game starting at 1:00. And finally on 

Monday, February 2, the varsity teams will travel to Everly and play Clay Central Everly with the girls 

game starting at 6:00. 

Mr. Van Engen is looking for volunteers to help out at home basketball games with things like taking 

admission, monitoring hallways, and scorekeeping. If you are willing to help out, please email him at 

kvanengen@trinitychs.org. 

 

The staff enjoyed a fine gathering of fellowship Saturday night at our annual Christmas gathering. We 

thank our spiritual counselor, Rev. Miersma, who along with this gracious wife, Sharon, hosted a 

delightful evening of song and dining. 

 

Iowa State Bank will be donating $5/signature to Trinity supporters who stop in and sign the card in the 

lobby of the bank. Your signature is greatly appreciated.  

 
Hot Lunch: 

 Served at 11:45 AM; 12:05 on Chapel Days) 

 Please provide your own plates & napkins; silverware provided. There are 69 students, 7-8 Faculty. 

 

 

Jan 14 

Pauline K/Patty P/Dawn A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dec 10 

Stephanie VE/Jodi B/JoAnn K 

Pulled Pork 
Doritos 
Bars 
 
 
 
 

Dec 17 

Nancy G/Gretta VM/Audrey M 
Ham 
Cheesy Potatoes 
Corn/Bread 
Cheesecake Dessert 
 
 

 

Jan 7 

Rachel K/Candice A/Faculty  
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The Boxers of Trinity 

Let’s start by identifying Boxer. 

Boxer was a horse. He was a huge and muscular draft horse. One can read about Boxer by reading the 

satirical novel Animal Farm. In the novel, the farm went through a lot of changes. However, Boxer was 

the one constant on the farm, always working hard, always shouldering his share of the work and more. 

If things aren’t going well on the farm, Boxer’s solution is always simple and predictable – he says, “I will 

work harder.” 

There are a lot of people one could identify as the “Boxers” of our school. One could talk about parents 

and school board members who labor tirelessly to support and oversee the school. Surely the students, 

especially as we look at exam week looming, could lay a claim to being the “Boxers” around here. Maybe 

the basketball coaches are always feeling like they are shouldering more than their share of the load. 

There are plenty of “Boxers” around. 

Today, however, I am thinking of the regular classroom teachers.  

The process of making the semester schedules always reminds me of the workload our teachers carry. 

There is a real and tangible way in which their workload is heavier than the norm for a high school.  

Here’s why.  

Because of our size, our teachers have to shoulder a wider variety of subjects than typical. Each subject 

requires a daily preparation, or “prep.” In a regular high school setting, a teacher will teach about six 

class periods in a day. However, it will not require six preps because often classes will be repeated. For 

example, if the same geometry class is taught two or three times in a day by the same teacher, he only 

needs one prep for all the classes. A glance at the workloads of teachers at Covenant, Unity, and 

Western Christian High Schools indicates that their full-time teachers average about 3.6 preps per day. 

Comparatively, we expect 50% more out of the Trinity teachers as they average 5.4 preps per day. That’s  

a notable difference. 

I recognize that my critics are instantly going to remind me of the fact that our smaller student body 

means that while yes, the Trinity teachers have more preps, maybe they also have fewer papers to 

grade. This is a point well-taken, and one of which the teachers are conscious and appreciative. They 

work hard, and in at least one regard, harder than normal. However, the complaints are rare. 

I’m thankful for our teachers and their 

willingness to shoulder a heavy load. May 

they be blessed in their cheerful efforts. 

 

Mr. Regnerus 

Events Calendar                  

                             
             Dec 16: GJV/GBV vs. West Sioux 4:30 PM 
             Dec 19: BJV/GBV @ HLP 4:30 PM 
  End of 1st Semester 2:30 Dismissal 
             Dec 20: Robotics @ Central Lyon  

GBV vs. Lawton Bronson 3:00 PM 
                Jan 3: BJV/V vs. Sibley-Ocheydan 1:00 PM 
 
 
 
        
        
 
 
  


